From: D Evans
Sent: Thu 10/22/15 3:36 PM (TOTAL PAGES 9 plus Atchs as stated)

Subject:  Additional Questions for PPF Applicants
NOTE:  Answers received are embedded in the message

Greetings all:

Subsequent to completion of the community presentations that were under tight time constraints,
the Committee realized there were relevant questions not asked some applicants. The

answers could enhance understanding relative to aspects of the applications for Public Purpose
Funds (PPF). With the aforementioned in mind, we apologize and have received permission to
contact you to seek answers that will greatly assist our effort. If you believe the information is
already provided in your application, then please do let us know. Further, please reply
immediately to confirm receipt of this message. Finally, you will have up to 24 hours for your full
response.

The specific applicant is identified to which the question(s) applies. Further, this in effect is an open
aspect of the process and will be posted for the public. Thus, all applicants are addressed herein
and, if a desire, can comment on any question.

1. ROOSEVELT ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY (RIHS):
a. Are you able to elaborate further as to how the RIHS serves Roosevelt Island?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

e When media, state agencies, and other institutions such as galleries, museums, and universities
need information about the island, they come first to RIHS. RIHS is known on- and off- island as
a reliable source where these organizations can find the answers they need.

e Annual window displays, on view for three months, are seen by every person who passes by.

e RIHS exhibits in RIVAA Gallery and Octagon Gallery are visited by all who live and work in the
buildings, as well as off-island visitors.

e Poster designed by Girl Scouts to promote event, Cherry Blossom Festival.

e The RIHS participates in most island-wide community events, manning tables and reaching out
to residents with maps, information, Rl history facts.

e At Fall for Arts Day when we provided materials and interacted with resident children regarding
the historical sites on RI.

e Programming includes tours open to all residents; these are publicized in the WIRE, on blog and
by e-mail blasts sent to over 200 subscribers.

e RIHS co-sponsors monthly presentations with Rl branch of NYPL each year, over a four-month
period.

e Publish “Blackwell’s Almanac,” quarterly newsletter covering island history and upcoming
events, available to all on our website (rihs.us) and sent to subscribers by e-mail.



e 2015 Evaluation Day for Collectables attracted islanders who brought their items for evaluation
by auction house.

e Recently updated and published island map available to all residents.

e Rescued Goldwater artifacts and secured the rescue of murals that will be placed in new facility;
all island residents and visitors will be able to enjoy these.

e Placement of National Register signage in front of island landmark structures to educate
islanders on the importance of historic preservation of these structures.

e Continuous writing on island history in various media educates islanders and others on the
importance of preserving of Roosevelt Island's history.

e RIHS affects the lives of everyone who lives on the island — as well as off-island developers who
view the island as a money-making resource -- because RIHS affects how the island is portrayed
in print and in the media.

b. Can you state/estimate the percentage of Roosevelt Island residents served/who use-benefit from
your service(s)?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

e RIHS serves our entire community by raising awareness of the history of the former Welfare
Island. It transforms the island from being seen as just 'a rock upon which our apartments are
built' to an island with a rich history that is part of the American fabric. This history enriches all
residents by making them aware of the significance of their home. The society serves as a
magnet for questions about the past and present, with an archive that often provides answers
that the agencies of New York State are unable to supply. RIHS's work product is information
available to every resident of every age, gender, and race.

c. Have you reached out to other organizations (maybe even the Library) to assist in recording an oral
history useful to the public or is this a non-starter?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

e This is not a non-starter. Preservation of our oral record is an important aspect of historic
preservation.

e  RIHS will work with the NYPL, RISA, RIRA, RIDA, and other island organizations and individuals to
record their remembrances. Of course, we would reach out to all island organizations because
their institutional history is an important part of Roosevelt Island history.



d. Are you able to provide percentage of program participants that are Roosevelt Island residents? Of
various ethnicities? How would the absence of PPF affect your program?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

o The RIHS serves all residents. We do not track participation by residents and non-residents, nor
do we track their backgrounds. We estimate that attendance at lectures and walking tours
includes at least 85% residents.

e With the lack of PPF we would have to cut our programming, reduce hours in our Visitor Center
and lay off or curtail the hours of our staff, all of whom are island residents.

2. IDIG2LEARN (IDig2Learn):

a. In that the Youth Center sponsored your application, does the Department of Youth and Community
Development, directly or through the Island Youth Center, provide funding support to your program?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

e No funding is provided by the Department of Youth and Community Development or the Island
Youth Center. IDig2Learn initiative is a stand-alone enrichment offering funding by grants
garnered by its project leadership.

b. Are you able to provide percentage of program participants that are Roosevelt Island residents? Of
various ethnicities?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

e Atleast 90% of the program participants are Roosevelt Island residents and 95% of the
participants in educational island events are Roosevelt Island residents.

e As for the ethnicity of participants, iDig2Learn welcomes, includes and serves a rich diverse mix
of participants. The participants and their families represent and mirror the island's diverse
ethnic makeup. Part of the joy of discovery of living systems and the origin of food comes from
exploring plant life together and includes participants sharing their experiences gained from
nearly all corners of the globe. Young iDig2Learn-ers talk about plant based knowledge with
stories they have learned from their families and grandparents and countries of origin. We have
shared tales of pandas eating bamboo from China much like the Roosevelt Island Community
Garden's bamboo surrounded pond, reflected on how the Cacao tree that bring us chocolate
grows in central and south America, and ponder tea leaves of the Camellia plant grown in India
and even here in the US on a tea plantation in South Carolina. From the meat eating Venus
flytrap plant to outrageous acting trees, like the sandbox tree from Tanzania in Africa and other
tropical regions, which have fruit that explode seeds at 160 miles an hour, we are lucky to live in
a neighborhood whose residents have far vast experience to share in lively conversations.



b. How would the absence of PPF affect your program?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

o [fiDig2Learn were unable to receive the PPF grant funding in this cycle we most likely would
have to end the program at this time or greatly reduce offerings.

3. ISLAND KIDS:

a. Are you able to provide the ages of camp program scholarship recipients in 2013, 2014, 2015?

ANSWER: (Note from PPF Committee Chairperson: This question was answered. Please see charts
attached to this mailed document)

b. Are you able to provide numbers or percentage of summer camp attendees and scholarship recipients
by ethnicity? [Can you provide the percentage of] Roosevelt Islanders [in the program]?

ANSWER: (Note from PPF Committee Chairperson: This question was answered. Please see charts
attached to this mailed document)

c. Given the first come/first served policy relative to camp scholarships, is the application deadline
availed early enough so not to affect fairness? Why is “first come/first served” the policy when
scholarships are normally based upon need?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

e Asfor our first come/first serve policy, financial aid applications are taken on a rolling basis until
funds are depleted. As far as the first come/first serve policy is concerned, it is in relation to all
materials being submitted by the family requesting the scholarship. So, for instance, if a family
submits an enrollment form and [a the] financial aid form, but no tax transcript, that is
considered an incomplete application. A family who might have applied afterwards, who
submits all requested information, would be granted a scholarship before the first family
assuming that they fall under our financial aid guidelines.

e Anyone who submits a scholarship request, is given ample time to submit a completed
application. In addition, Island Kids sends repeated reminders to families with incomplete
applications so that they have a fair chance at being awarded a scholarship.

d. How would the absence of PPF affect your program?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

e This year was especially difficult for us in the area of financial aid because of the loss of public
purpose funds. In addition, our grant award from TransCanada is not announced until the end
of February which created an additional obstacle. While we are continuously looking at other
funding opportunities, Public Purpose Funds has played a vital role in our ability to provide
scholarships to children in our summer camp. The philosophy of our camp is to create a culture
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that bridges the socioeconomic divide which has become commonplace throughout the

city. Island Kids, has accomplished this goal over the last 10 years, thanks to our funding
partners. The loss of such funding will have a direct impact on families who have come to rely
on our services but who could not afford it otherwise.

4. LIFE FRAMES:

a. On listed page 5 of your application, under proposed project need, you cite opportunities that could
be provided certain organizations. Can you speak to any arrangements/agreements you have made
with certain organizations such as, for example, RIDA and RISA?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

In prior years during the summer season, with the children, we have brought produce to the
Senior Center and have presented herbs and vegetables to seniors and disabled residents. We
would like to continue to do so in 15-16 if funded by PPF. In addition to the work with the youth
and the new Library program, our application projected engaging the Seniors (RISA) as we have
done in past years when the children shared their harvest with the Seniors, and involving the
Disabled Association. The former President of RI Disabled Association, Virginia Granato, often
wheels her wheelchair into the Living Library & Think Park Garden to pick up bunches of herbs -
oregano, basil, and mint. When she was the President, we had a more formal working
relationship and she more actively participated in A Living Library programs. Whenever | see Jim
Bates in town, | talk with him and invite him to bring his group into the Garden for those who
are interested. This is a work in progress. In the past we also worked with several ambulatory
patients from Coler in the Gardens. We would like to again.

At present we are operating with a limited budget on Roosevelt Island. Our prior Public Purpose
Fund Grant ran out in early Summer 2014, and as you know, there was no funding available all
of this year until now. We have had to scale back activities due to limited cash resources, but
even so, through sheer determination, true grit, and passionate caring, we have been able to
work with the Beacon during all of last year (2014), and this year (Spring, Summer, Fall), and
with PS 217 students last Spring and Fall (2014), as well as focus on seeding a new &

exciting Free Program for parents with their children in conjunction with the Rl Library -
Summer and Fall 2015. We envision that this Free Program with the Library will continue Spring
2016, and grow over time, especially as the Library will be moving adjacent to the Living Library
& Think Park site. Additionally, it should be noted, that this past summer, the squirrels ate a lot
of the harvest: eggplant, lettuces, tomatoes, corn, cucumbers, beans. The vegetables that
remained were shared with the Beacon children and with the parents and their children. We
would hope in the future to have more to share with the Senior and Disabled Associations.



b. On listed page 6 of your application, you cited grades you serve at PS/I1S217 and the Child
School. Further, given the listed page 7 timelines of your application, what specific arrangements have
you made with these schools and other organizations to implement these programs?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

The question on the top of page 6 asks to Describe the expected number of participants. In
prior years we worked with several hundred 217 children from diverse grades during the school
day as well as students from several grades from The Child School. A schedule for 217 for this
school year has not yet been determined, and is a work in progress, as the school year only
began towards the middle of last month. Therefore we do not know exactly which grades we
will work with. Since we already work with the Beacon and the new Library Program for Parents
and Children, the amount of funding granted will also determine how much time the ALL
Teacher & Gardener can be on site to work with diverse classes and groups from 217 and The
Child School. We would like to work with as many students as possible as resources allow.

Regarding the timeline: Since the PPF grant was delayed the timeline has been affected and we
obviously were not able to begin full programming in September/October as originally
projected. Until we know the funding level that will be awarded it will be challenging to add
additional hours at this time.

c. On listed page 6 of your application, you mentioned that “transformed environments, once
developed, would be accessible to the public, etc.” Please explain if the aforementioned refers to the
existing garden at 504 Main Street? And more?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

"The transformed environments, once developed, will be accessible to the public, and will be
visible as part of the public realm, adding immeasurably to Roosevelt Island’s beauty". This
refers to the fact that the existing Rl Living Library & Think Park Garden has already transformed
a formerly nondescript area into a new and thriving green center for the community, accessible
to all, (including those in wheelchairs), in the center of town. As projected in our proposal,

LFI would like to develop additional International & Multicultural Gardens to involve the diverse
communities of Rl and interconnect the physical Gardens and Landscape with rich programming
in conjunction with the Library. That is the Goal & Vision: Design and develop an ecological,
multicultural landscape environment with integrated programs that would be unique on Rl,
while also celebrating and engaging the diversity of the residents - young and old, including the
disabled and seniors. The new gardens would then additionally transform the area bringing
added value to the public realm. The Library wants this to happen too, and wants to work with
LFI to make this happen. Itis an exciting opportunity that inspires us, and we hope will inspire
you as well.



d. We note that your Profit and Loss Statement (Jan 1 —Jul 2, 20015) includes Income from Donations,
Grants and Other Income. Could any of this income (and with prospects of reduced expenses) be used
to fund or help fund your project on Roosevelt Island?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

e The Donations, Grants and Other Income listed are granted and allocated primarily for other
Branch Living Library & Think Park Programs in other communities and need to be used for
those specific programs. When possible we do, and have, used allowable sources of funding for
our program on Roosevelt Island. Life Frames has also supported our program on Rl for many
years through in kind contributions of the Director’s time and many materials, as well as some
cash. Itis important however, at this juncture, for the PPF to support this program as it benefits
the residents of Rl. We greatly appreciate your support and will use the grant for public
purposes on Roosevelt Island.

e. Are you able to provide percentage of program participants that are Roosevelt Island residents? Of
various ethnicities?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

o We believe that 99.9% of current participants are Rl residents of very diverse ethnicities
representing the rich multicultural diversity of Roosevelt Island.

NOTE FROM PPF COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON: Many pictures were provided that show diversity
over periods of time in terms of ages and ethnicity. Unfortunately, after attempting, we were unable to
attach the pictures to this correspondence.

f. How would the absence of PPF affect your program?

ANSWER RECEIVED:

e Without PPF funds our program would be adversely impacted and could certainly not
expand. In fact, it would also be challenging and questionable to continue it without additional
funds to support it. We certainly hope that a PPF grant will be awarded to support the Rl Living
Library & Think Park Program.



5. All Applicants: (NOTE FROM PPF COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON: As an overabundance of caution,
the questions below were/are asked primarily to ensure each applicant had opportunity to
answer. {Answers from the applicants listed in the preceding paragraphs 1-4 above already
include those relevant to questions 5a and 5b below.} If in total all of the nine applicants are not
listed, the questions were likely already answered/recorded during the public interviews.)

a. Are you able to provide percentage of program participants that are Roosevelt Island residents? Of
various ethnicities?

(1) ROOSEVELT ISLAND DISABLED ASSOCIATION (RIDA)
e Roosevelt island residents we serve is 100%
e  Ethnicity: 70% Caucasian, 15% African American, 12% Latin American, 3% Asian

(2) MAIN STREET THEATER AND DANCE ALLIANCE (MST&DA)

e For this current year that includes January 2015 - to date, the percentage of Island residents is
92% on-island, 8% off-island.

e We collect ethnicity information on a volunteer basis. Some choose not to respond.

- No Response - 35.5%, Caucasian -32% , Asian—17%, African American- 5%, Latin-Hispanic-
6%, Caribbean -.5%, Pacific Islander - 1%, Multi-Ethnic - 3%

(3) ROOSEVELT ISLAND SENIORS ASSOCIATION (RISA)

e 90 percent of the RISA senior center population are Roosevelt Islanders. We do have that ten
percent from outside areas that may visit and join us on occasion. We are the only active senior
organization on Roosevelt Island.

o We welcome all ethnicities to our Senior Center.
35 percent White
30 percent. AA
25 percent Hispanic
10 percent Asian

(4) ROOSEVELT ISLAND VISUAL ARTS ASSOCIATION (RIVAA)

e We estimate that eighty five percent of participants in RIVAA’s programs are Roosevelt Island
residents. The full and junior members all reside on the Island and many of our Associate
members do as well. RIVAA artists provide art lessons for residents of all ages and participate in
Roosevelt Island Day, the Fall for the Arts Festival and the Cherry Blossom Festival. The artists
exhibiting at the Motorgate space are all residents. Our collaboration with Bike New York was in



conjunction with introducing residents to safe biking practices and teaching young people on
the Island to ride bikes. Most of RIVAA's special events involve residents. Two examples are
Gerald Starlight who has held concerts in Gallery RIVAA featuring his original music
compositions and Susheil Kurien who organizes and plays at the Jazz Salon.

While RIVAA doesn’t keep exact numbers we estimate that our percentages represented by
various ethnicities are comparable to the ethnic makeup of the Roosevelt Island population. The
population of Roosevelt Island is very ethnically diverse and RIVAA’s programs and exhibitions
embrace and reflect this diversity. The Gallery features work of artists from many ethnic
backgrounds and participants in RIVAA’s program represent a wide range of ethnic groups.

b. How would the absence of PPF affect your program?

(1) ROOSEVELT ISLAND DISABLED ASSOCIATION (RIDA)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Without the public purpose grant, we would not be able to provide trips
on our accessible bus.

MAIN STREET THEATER AND DANCE ALLIANCE (MST&DA)

As we mentioned in our meeting, [the] much of the PPF award would go toward funding our
scholarship program. The remaining funds would be utilized for sets, costumes, props and other
necessary items for our Theatre program and Dance Concert. Without the support of RIOC PPF
these programs would go under funded.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND SENIORS ASSOCIATION (RISA)

If the funds are not granted, we will have to terminate some of the classes. And this would
affect our membership.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND VISUAL ARTS ASSOCIATION (RIVAA)

There are almost no grants that allow infrastructure or capital expenses to be part of the grant
proposal. RIVAA’s existence is very dependent upon PPF for this very reason. The funds RIVAA
has received from PPF has allowed the organization to continue to exist and continue its
programs in the wonderful space it currently occupies at 527 Main Street. RIVAA is extremely
grateful for the existence of PPF and the monies the organization has received in previous
years.

Best wishes,

Dave Evans, Chair-PPF Committee 2015



2013 ISLAND KIDS CAMP BREAKDOWNS

@® ASIAN @® WHITE @ BLACK @ HISPANIC

Scholarship Recipients by Ethnicity Scholarship Recipients by Age

® 4YEAROLDS @ 5YEAROLDS @ 6 YEAR OLDS

® ASIAN ® BLACK @ HISPANIC ® WHITE ® 7YEAROLDS @ 8 YEAR OLDS




2014 ISLAND KIDS CAMP BREAKDOWNS

@® WHITE

® BLACK ) HISPANIC

® ASIAN

Scholarship Recipients by Ethnicity Scholarship Recipients by Age

@® ASIAN ® BLACK @ HISPANIC ® WHITE ® SYEAROLDS @ 6YEAROLDS @ 7YEAROLDS
- ® SYEAROLDS @ 9YEAROLDS @ 10YEAROLD
® 4 YEAR OLDS 1




2015 ISLAND KIDS CAMP BREAKDOWNS

® ASIAN ® BLACK ) HISPANIC @® WHITE

Scholarship Recipients by Ethnicity Scholarship Recipients by Age

@® ASIAN ® BLACK @ HISPANIC ® WHITE ® 5YEAROLDS @ 6YEAROLDS @ 8YEAROLDS
o ® 10YEAROLD




