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President’s Message
It has been an honor to serve in the role as Acting and now official President and
CEO of Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC) for the past 15 months. Our
team has been able to accomplish a lot in that timeframe, as you will see below with
some of our initiatives and project highlights.
Most importantly, we have and are continuing to battle a pandemic, together, and
navigate through all the impacts associated with this horrible disease. RIOC remains
vigilant in its commitment to community safety. As the Delta variant of COVID-19
continues to change the shape of our daily lives, we must continue to be steadfast
in our efforts to prioritize health and safety while working together and adhering
to all the evolving guidance set forth. In alignment with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s (CDC) requirements for face masks on public transportation
conveyances, face masks remain mandatory on the Roosevelt Island Tram and the
Roosevelt Island Red Bus. Additionally, we’ve aligned our operations with Key to
NYC, a mandate requiring those who are 12 and older to show proof of vaccination
when taking part in certain indoor activities. Lastly, we have staff on Red Buses
providing courtesy reminders of mask compliance and are able to provide masks to
those who are in need of one.
We have had a busy summer that kicked off with a festive Roosevelt Island Day. We
then had a Fourth of July celebration that drew more than 8,000 people to the island,
where we were able to provide a fun, safe, and enjoyable day for all. Lastly, our
Roosevelt Island Public Safety Department (PSD) hosted a fun, family-friendly event
with the 38th Annual National Night Out Against Crime, a night that promotes policecommunity partnerships.
In August, our Public Safety Department (PSD) kicked off their PSD Community
Workshop Series with a self-defense lecture-demonstration where attendees learned
how to limit their chances of victimization. Three more workshops are planned with
partner agencies including the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office, New York City
Emergency Management (NYCEM), the NYPD, and the FDNY.
Once again and in partnership with Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, we’re
proud to host early voting here on Roosevelt Island ahead of the November 2nd
general election. Early voting allows New Yorkers to avoid long, crowded lines for a
safer voting experience.
continued on page 2 >

RIOC President and CEO, Shelton J. Haynes, at
the September 11th 20th Anniversary Tribute
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President’s Message
> continued from page 1

We know the importance of having a full-service bank on the island and the
convenience that it brings for residents, merchants, and visitors alike. RIOC, in
conjunction with our elected officials and the New York State Department of
Financial Services, is pursuing familiar institutions that will allow for financial
accessibility in the comfort of this neighborhood.
We have been actively working with community stakeholders through our
community engagement sessions. RIOC has also had a presence at and
regular discussions with Community Board 8 (CB8), which led to their support
and approval of the Bike Ramp project. CB8 President, Lynne Shinozaki, has
been instrumental in advocating for Coler residents and, more recently, better
accessibility at the F-Train station. She, along with several other community
members, advocated for RIOC to address speeding on Main Street. We will
now have speed bumps in strategic locations to help alleviate this issue. In
addition, RIOC and the Roosevelt Island Resident Association (RIRA) have had a
productive a meaningful working relationship. RIRA President, Rossana Ceruzzi,
and her team have advocated for increased PSD presence in certain locations,
signage for smoking in parks, pointed out potential health and safety risks in
Southpoint Park, collaborated on the 9/11 tribute, and she emphasized the need
for dog parks.
We should note that we’re working on the south-end dog run to be located
on the waterfront, underneath the shade of the Queensboro Bridge, slightly
south of the Ferry terminal. Planning is in the early stages and, with initial
conversations, we anticipate this canine Camelot to be completed sometime
in 2022.
After a long battle with a bed frame, the AVAC system is now up and running
as usual! We owe a big thanks to our RIOC engineering team and Owner
Representatives, LiRo, who worked in conjunction with the New York City
Department of Sanitation to clear the obstruction. To help keep the AVAC
system operational and Roosevelt Island the beautifully clean oasis that it is,
we kindly ask that you use the AVAC system only for what it was designed for –
which is typical table trash. Things like carpets, baseball bats, large Styrofoam
and cardboard packaging, and furniture should be properly disposed of.
I would like to extend a huge thank you to our entire RIOC team. Your
effort and work are greatly appreciated as I remain proud of the effort and
accomplishments, to date. Finally, I want to welcome our first female Governor,
Kathy Hochul, and Lieutenant Governor, Brian Benjamin, who will undoubtedly
fight for a bright future for all New Yorkers.
Sincerely,

Shelton J. Haynes, President & CEO
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ISLAND PROJECTS

UNDER THIS ADMINISTRATION
BLACKWELL HOUSE
Since its grand
unveiling in late
November of
2020, Blackwell
House has
provided a space
for all patrons to
experience the
rich history of this
landmark site,
while exhibiting
the many stories
of Roosevelt Island. The $2.9 million Blackwell House Interior
Project was funded by RIOC, with a contribution of nearly
$370,000 coming from the New York City Department of
Cultural Affairs (DCA).

MCMANUS WELCOME STATION

Blackwell House renovations, before and after. (Left) Blackwell
House ribbon-cutting.

As welcoming as the man for which it’s named, the newly
renovated McManus Welcome Station is now open.
Improvements to the $5.4 million renovated comfort station
and surrounding space include a 2,000 square foot green
roof covered in a mix of sedum plants, completely ADA
accessible restrooms and surrounding exterior sites, an
expanded communal area with added picnic tables and
natural seating created from existing stones, and recycled
wood cladding that sustainably and visually relates to the
surrounding recreational green space.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND YOUTH CENTER

The Roosevelt Island Youth Center (RIYC) is now a megaplex
of youth development, engagement, and academic
stewardship. The nearly 8,000 square foot, $2.1 million
newly renovated space, opened to the public in early April
of 2021. Serving as a safe space where youth will have the
opportunity to engage in a variety of enrichment, recreational,
and educational programming, the RIYC promotes personal
development, social discovery, and team building. For more
information on the RIYC’s free services, visit: rioc.ny.gov/382

McManus Welcome Station, before and after.

Roosevelt Island Youth Center (RIYC), before and after. (Left) RIYC
North Wing, RIYC ribbon-cutting.
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ISLAND PROJECTS

UNDER THIS ADMINISTRATION
MOTORGATE GARAGE (SOUTH SECTOR)
The Motorgate Garage has undergone major improvements
to better help the busy travelers of the island. With the
installation of Chargepoint EV charging stations on the
fourth floor, infrastructure renovations, weatherproofing,
and restriping among the improvements, this $20 million
project has enhanced Motorgate Garage to fit the needs
of the island when it comes to parking, accessibility,
and safety.

FDR HOPE MEMORIAL
In conjunction with the 31st anniversary of the Americans
with Disabilities Act, the FDR Hope Memorial opened to the
public on Saturday, July 17th, 2021. Located in a peaceful
alcove in Roosevelt Island’s Southpoint Park, this immersive
work of art serves as a symbol of the example FDR set for
people with disabilities to persevere despite their challenges.

(Top) Motorgate waterproofing project and electric vehicle
charging stations. (Middle) Marc Diamond, RIDA President Wendy
Hersh, Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney, RIOC President
Shelton J. Haynes, Council Member Ben Kallos, and Assembly
Member Rebecca Seawright at the unveiling of the FDR Hope
Memorial. (Bottom) FDR Hope Memorial entrance plaque.
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CURRENT OPEN

PROJECTS

BLACKWELL PARK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
In August of 2021, work commenced on the Blackwell Park
Improvement Project which will help shape a safer, more
accessible, and welcoming outdoor community space.
During this project, we will be replacing unsafe and uneven
pavers, updating ADA compliance conditions, updating the
playground area, and installing an irrigation system in the
garden area.
Purpose:
• Removal of existing unsafe playground area and
remediating existing ADA compliance issues
• Remedy trip hazards, as well as uneven and unsafe
ground
• Installation of an irrigation system for the garden area
Project Budget:
RIOC budgeted at $1,199,105 | Total projected cost:
$1,042,700
Projected Completion Date: Fall 2021

SPORTSPARK
Roosevelt Island’s Sportspark, a center of health, wellness,
and fitness, is getting a much-needed improvement. Set
in motion in late April of 2021, the renovations will include
the installation of energy-efficient systems, the addition of
a fitness center, a multi-purpose meeting and event space,
as well as upgrades to the gymnasium, locker rooms, pool
amenities, and building façade. Make sure you stay tuned
for updates regarding this project.

Blackwell Park Improvement Project, before and after.

Purpose: This contract will provide work needed for the
gymnasium, multipurpose rooms, offices, west lobby and
the west locker rooms. The improvements will ensure that
Sportspark remains an affordable, active and engaged
resource to island residents.
Project Budget:
RIOC budgeted at $11.9M | Total projected cost $9.9M
Projected Completion Date: Summer 2022

(Top) Rendering of Sportspark locker room entrance, renovations
of Sportspark facility. (Bottom) Rendering of Sportspark indoor
basketball court.
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CURRENT OPEN

PROJECTS

MANHATTAN AERIAL TRAMWAY STATION
ELEVATOR
Phase I of the Manhattan Aerial Tramway station renovation
is near its end which means the public will soon be able to
enjoy the all glass elevator bank that provides increased
visibility and safety as well as fully ADA accessible elevators.
Demolition of the existing elevator banks will take place
in phase II along with installation of a wider platform. This
phase is set to be completed by the end of the year.
Purpose: The new elevator will have an all-glass façade
improving the appearance and the functionality of the
station with two ADA cabs.
Project Budget:
RIOC budgeted at $7M | Total projected cost $6.8M
Project Completion Date:
Winter 2021

LIGHTHOUSE TOWER RECONSTRUCTION
This beloved historical site was severely damaged during
Hurricane Irene and Superstorm Sandy. The Lighthouse
Tower is expected to undergo an overhaul that will cost
approximately $2.6 million to restore its interior and exterior.
The lighthouse will soon be back and better than ever,
serving as a beacon to guide crafts in the East River.

Manhattan Aerial Tramway station elevator, before and after.

Purpose: Netting was installed to prevent further
deterioration of debris from the structure in the spring
of 2019 while designs for restoration are underway. The
structure will undergo an overhaul to restore its interior and
exterior.
Project Budget:
RIOC budgeted at $3.1M | Total projected cost $2.6M
Project Completion Date:
Winter 2021

Reconstruction of the Roosevelt Island lighthouse.
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CURRENT OPEN

PROJECTS

THE GIRL PUZZLE MONUMENT
HONORING NELLIE BLY
Set to be unveiled in the fall of 2021, The Girl Puzzle
illuminates women who have endured hardship but are
stronger for it. Inspired by Nellie Bly, whose incredible
response to bigotry became her first published headline in
1885, titled The Girl Puzzle, and her seminal work, Ten Days
in a Mad-House, The Girl Puzzle features the face of Bly and
four other women. Collectively, it represents Asian, Black,
young, old, immigrant, LGBTQ, and overall equality.
Purpose: This project is a monument honoring Nellie Bly, the
ground-breaking journalist who exposed the horrors of the
Blackwell Island Insane Asylum in 1887 on Roosevelt Island.
Project Budget:
$570,000
Project Completion Date:
Fall 2021

SOUTHPOINT PARK RIP RAP REVETMENT
PROJECT
A rip rap revetment consists of layered, various-sized rocks
placed on a sloping bank for shore protection.

Rendering of and pieces from The Girl Puzzle monument honoring
Nellie Bly.

Purpose: This project will renew the landscape of
Roosevelt Island’s East Promenade and waterfront within
Southpoint Park. This includes a soft edge concept for
the East Promenade which will allow the public access to
the water’s edge. A new landscape, seating and walkway
design will transform Southpoint Park Promenade into a new
destination for passive recreation.
Project Budget:
RIOC budgeted at $12.9M | Total projected cost $10.8M
Projected Completion Date:
Fall 2021

Southpoint Park waterfront renovations and newly
installed benches.
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R.I. YOUTH CENTER

SUMMER PROGRAMMING
HIGHLIGHTS
The R.I. Youth Center (RIYC) provides a safe space for youth and teens
ages 7-18 throughout the year to gather, learn, and explore. The RIYC
Summer Day Camp had another successful season of events, activities,
and programming led by RIYC staff and island partners. Participants
stayed busy throughout the day from 8 AM – 6 PM with enriching, diverse
experiences that enhanced their time at the RIYC. We kicked off our
summer with Spirit Week, introducing participants to cultural themes,
and encouraging them to display their own unique perspectives and
backgrounds through creative expression. The week also included:
Culture Day, Mix & Match Day, Decades Day, STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics) Day, and Halloween in July.
Adding to the mix of physical and educational activities, Pokemon Day was
also introduced, giving our participants an event specifically requested by
them! This fun-filled event consisted of Pokemon card battles/trading, art,
book reading, movie screening, gaming, and a collectible card exhibit.
These activities were a great opportunity for our participants to develop
and build sportsmanship, communication, and other essential teambuilding skills.
Our 2021 Summer Chess Tournament was a culmination of our spring and
summer chess programs, in partnership with the New York Public Library
Roosevelt Island Branch. Our participants were able to show off their skills
and earn some great prizes along the way.
The summer brought many memories for our participants. To close the
season we celebrated with the RIYC End of Summer Showcase. The
performative arts experience was a showcase of our participants’ creative
connectivity through art installations as well as music, dance, and step
performances. In addition, a slideshow capturing highlights of a jam-packed
summer was created for families.
This season was a catalyst for exciting accomplishments and new
specialized activities and events. We would like to thank our island partners
for providing an amazing enrichment experience to our participants: the
R.I. branch New York Public Library, Island OM, iDig2Learn, and Main Street
Theatre & Dance Alliance. Our program’s success is not only attributed to
the commitment of the participants but also to the tremendous hard work,
determination, passion, and care provided each day by our RIYC staff.

Pictured top to bottom: Winners of the RIYC chess
tournament with NYPL R.I. Branch Manager Carlos
Chavez and Counselor Joshen Ayukawa, RIYC
participants practicing chess strategy, Field Day sack
race, RIYC Olympian Day with Olympic fencer Daryl
Homer, Field Day fun.
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Field Day relay race

Halloween in July

Reducing our carbon footprint with Bike NY

Gotta catch ‘em all! Pokemon Day

End of Summer Showcase rehearsal

Yoga with Island OM

Wacky Tacky Day

End of Summer Showcase performance

From garden to table with Christina Delfico of
iDig2Learn

9

WHAT’S
HAPPENING

RIOC OFFICE

PSD Community Workshop Series Calendar
• Wednesday, October 6: Domestic violence
• Wednesday, November 3: Active shooter situation

Fall for Arts Festival, Happening this Month!
On Saturday, September
25th, RIOC will be hosting
the Fall for Arts Festival, our
annual performative islandwide celebration of the arts.
This 16th annual festival will
include eclectic live music and
dance, mouth-watering food
vendors, hands-on arts and
crafts workshops, yoga, and,
of course, the beloved live
painting of original murals. Come out from 9 AM to 5 PM to enjoy the day’s
festivities which will take place on the Meditation Lawn, Meditation Steps,
and Southpoint Park, as well as a special performance at the Good Shepherd
Community Center. For more information on the festival, and to register for
special performances and activities, visit rioc.ny.gov/374

LOCATION
MOVE
In July of 2021, the RIOC main offices
relocated from 591 Main St. to 524 Main
St. The office is now open for in-person
inquiries. You can also call 212-832-4540
or email info@rioc.ny.gov for general
questions.

Meeting Announcements
A meeting of the RIOC Board of Directors will be held on Wednesday,
September 29, 2021 at 5:30 PM via video conference. For a link to the
webcast, go to: rioc.ny.gov/336

RED BUS

MASK REQUIREMENT
Masks are required when riding the Roosevelt Island Red Bus – regardless
of vaccination status – to help protect against the highly contagious Delta
variant and the recent surge in COVID-19 infections statewide.

MASKS REQUIRED
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FOOD PANTRY

UPDATE

The RIDA Food Pantry is Back!
The Food Pantry, hosted by the Roosevelt
Island Disabled Association (RIDA),
reopened its doors on September 3rd
at its new location in the Cultural Center
(548A Main Street). This valuable resource
provides food to over 150 families per
week. Distribution has been tweaked due
to COVID-19 restrictions, with volunteers
distributing bags at the entry door. Indoor
food distribution with updated guidelines
will resume in the coming weeks. RIDA
encourages everyone to wear masks and
maintain social distancing when lining up
at 540 Main Street. For more information,
visit: ridainc.org

PSD HIGHLIGHT

This newsletter has been designed using some resources from Freepik.com

UPCOMING COMMUNITY
WORKSHOPS
“Our goal is to continue the great community outreach work that former
PSD Chief Jack McManus began. Through our first-ever PSD Community
Workshop Series, hosting events like National Night Out, conducting
outreach to residents with special needs, and helping out at the RIDA
Food Pantry, we’ve been able to truly engage with the community after a
long, socially distant year,” said Chief Kevin Brown. “We’re looking forward
to the holidays where we’ll bring a toy, coat, and food drive to the island.
Additionally, our Officers have been working with local schools, mentoring
students, and completed defensive tactics training.”
In August, we kicked off our first ever Roosevelt Island Public Safety
Department Community Workshop Series with a hybrid lecturedemonstration on self-defense. Led by Deputy Director Anthony Amoroso,
the workshop was so successful, that the Roosevelt Island Senior Center is
planning to host one.

WHAT’S
HAPPENING
Our second workshop was a panel on Preparedness presented by PSD,

• RIVAA
Vernissage
20: Opened
Saturday, April
24th atand
RIVAA
(527
New York
City Emergency
Management,
the NYPD,
the Gallery
FDNY. To
read
Main
St.).
Exhibition
runs
through
June
6th.
Jim
Pignetti
Monotypes:
Opened
more about the PSD Community Workshop Series, visit rioc.ny.gov/590
Friday, April 16th and runs through June 17th at The Octagon Gallery (888
Main St.) For info visit: RIVAA.com

Photos top to bottom: Roosevelt Island Public
Safety Department, PSD Chief Kevin Brown,
September 11th 20th Anniversary Tribute,
RIDA Food Pantry giving out care packages,
Food Pantry Staff and Volunteers (photo credit:
Wendy Hersh)

• Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance: Children’s Theatre performs Into the
Woods Jr. on May 7-9 and its Teen Theatre performs Chicago: High School
Edition on May 21-23. For info visit: MSTDA.org
• Carter Burden Senior Community Health & Resource Fair- Focus on Seniors:
Tuesday, May 18th from 11 AM – 3 PM at Good Shepherd Plaza.

524 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 | 212-832-4540 | RIOC.NY.GOV |
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