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The Girl Puzzle, by Amanda Matthews.
Anticipated completion, June 2021.
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PROJECT UPDATE:
The Girl Puzzle Monument
Honoring Nellie Bly
Highly regarded as America’s first investigative journalist, Nellie Bly is known most by
Roosevelt Islanders for her seminal work, Ten Days in a Madhouse, an 1887 exposé for
which she posed as a mental patient to report on the conditions inside the Blackwell
Island Insane Asylum, that once stood on what is now The Octagon. Nellie spent her
life and career telling the stories of other women, and now we will tell hers with the
arrival of The Girl Puzzle, a monument named after her first published article, which will
become one of only a half dozen such monuments dedicated to women in New York.
“It is my great honor to represent Nellie Bly’s life and legacy,” said artist Amanda
Matthews, “and to celebrate her passion for diversity and inclusion. Her voice remains
timely and significant today.”
Expected to be completed in June of 2021, The Girl Puzzle honors Nellie Bly by
presenting, on a monumental scale, faces of many women who have endured
hardship, but are stronger for it. Bly’s face is cast in silver bronze, and the other four
faces are cast in bronze. Each of the faces, rendered in partial sections that appear
like giant puzzle pieces, show a depth of emotion and complexity of being broken
and repaired. As the viewer approaches and enters, they become part of the puzzle
by interacting with the reflective surfaces and seeing sections of the faces come
together at different vantage points.
Nellie played many roles throughout her life, evolving with the times and always
carrying a common thread of giving voice to the voiceless. Often advocating for the
progress of women’s rights, a powerful mission that continues today. She was, at
times, a suffragist, a war correspondent, an inventor/patent holder, and a humanitarian.
RIOC Acting President & CEO, Shelton J. Haynes says, “RIOC was proud to select
Amanda Matthews & Prometheus Art to construct the Nellie Bly Monument in Lighthouse Park. This powerful piece will be a tribute to Ms. Bly and her work, and shows
how Roosevelt Island continues to lead with progressive ideas and art.”
Amanda Matthews, co-founder of Prometheus Art, is an American sculptor, designer,
and painter from Louisville, Kentucky. She has been awarded over 20 professional
grants for her impressive public artwork commemorating women activists, including
pioneers in education and journalism, Nettie Depp and Alice Allison Dunnigan.
We can not wait for the highly anticipated reveal of The Girl Puzzle! For more details,
visit: thegirlpuzzle.com

BE KIND, MASK UP!
With the steady rise in COVID cases
and with the flu season upon us, it is
now more important than ever to keep
up to date and follow current COVID-19
guidance. It is recommended that
people wear face masks in public if
they are: within six feet of distance from
other individuals, in a situation where
they are unable to maintain six feet of
distance or riding mass transportation.
Stay at home if you can and remember
that indoor and outdoor gatherings
statewide, and at private residences,
are limited to no more than 10 people.

For more info visit:
coronavirus.health.ny.gov
Pictured Above - RIOC Executive Team:
CFO, John O’Reilly, General Counsel,
Gretchen Robinson, and Acting
President & CEO, Shelton J. Haynes

EMPLOYEE

SPOTLIGHT
Jeugee Perez
Title: Warehouse Manager
Department: Operations Department
RIOC Employee Since: 2012
Areas of Responsibility:
Inventory and Supply Procurement
Years of Experience: 8 years

Describe your role and responsibilities here at RIOC.
My responsibilities vary and consist of many moving parts within the department. I keep
track of inventory, which includes all items and equipment we have in stock, and assess
future needs for items to procure. I log orders made, request purchases, and keep a
detailed schedule of who signs out equipment. Part of my tracking process includes
the recording and review of invoices from both my department and our Maintenance
Department. I frequently coordinate with vendors, RIOC department heads, the RIOC
Procurement Manager and Finance Department regarding purchase orders and procurement needs. The upkeep of valuable equipment is also an important responsibility
because these items are essential for productivity and require safekeeping.
Tell us about your journey here at RIOC.
I have been privileged to be here since I was 18 years old. It was my first job. I was
first hired as a seasonal assistant for the Maintenance Department. I gained a lot of
experience during the summer. At the end of the summer I took advantage of the
opportunity to work as a seasonal warehouse assistant, which then became a permanent
role. Through support and dedication, I grew in this role for many years, which led
to the promotion into my current position. I dedicate my achievements and leadership position here to the mentoring and teaching I received from my colleagues.
What is unique or special about working for RIOC?
It is unique to me because it was my first experience in a corporate setting. RIOC is
very special for the relationships it creates. I try my best to keep a friendly approach
with everyone. A common thread between us all is multitasking. Despite knowing
we all have assigned roles and responsibilities, there is no hesitation when programmatic goals overlap. Teamwork and unity are shown through the collaborations
we take part in. My experience has been great from the start.
How is your department essential to RIOC?
It is important because I manage the instruments that we need for success. Proper
management of inventory ensures that productivity never slows down and deadlines
aren’t missed. I provide our employees with the materials they need to feel prepared
and ready for work. Organization and prioritization are key elements when it comes
to providing seamless assistance.

DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHT
Information Technology

The Information Technology (IT) Department’s mission is to build up a quality and
comprehensive technology infrastructure for the island. Their goal is to establish
and maintain an effective operational environment while delivering quality, prompt,
cost-effective and reliable technology services. The IT Department is composed
of a team of four dedicated industry professionals with an array of experience
and skillsets.
They’re relied upon even more so in a pandemic environment where remote
access and efficient technology is a critical need.

OFFICER

OF THE MONTH
Jasheema Banks
Special Patrol Officer Jasheema Banks
has been recognized as the RIOC Public
Safety Department’s Officer of the Month
for October 2020. Jasheema has been
with the Public Safety Department since
May of 2020 and is also a certified EMT.
She is dependable, reliable, with great
customer service skills, and takes the
extra step when serving the community.
Officer Banks was instrumental in a
recent robbery investigation. Through
the use of her community policing skills,
she was able to obtain vital information
from the victim about the offender’s
vehicle make and license plate. Officer
Banks’ information was an essential part
of the investigation by the 114th Precinct’s
Detective squad, leading to the arrest
of both robbery suspects. We all send
a thank you to Officer Jasheema Banks
and hope you will give her a friendly
hello next time you see her out on patrol!

EMPLOYEE

SPOTLIGHT
Hemina Patel
Title: Staff Accountant
Department: Finance Department
RIOC Employee Since: 2019
Areas of Responsibility: Annual and
Quarterly Reporting, P-Card Oversight,
Requisition Training, Department Budgets
Years of Experience: 8

Describe your role and responsibility here at RIOC.
I started with RIOC in Accounts Payable and am currently the Staff Accountant
in the Finance Department, responsible for a variety of tasks. I work on
quarterly and annual reports and assist departments with budget procedures
and planning. I also conduct trainings on how to navigate the requisition
process. The P-card process is an important task I manage because it is the
source of so many small amount purchases from all departments. Lastly, I do a
lot of analytical data work to show how RIOC is growing financially. Finance is
the heart of a corporation as that information becomes public information and
therefore, I must be very specific and accurate.
What is a unique factor about working for RIOC?
The diversity of the work. My role has always held variety, meaning my
knowledge and experience is not limited to certain tasks. I have familiarized
myself with many different responsibilities and duties within my department.
In other corporations you can be limited to certain tasks, but at RIOC I have
been able to learn my department in detail. This makes me a better worker
because I can problem solve requests outside of my expertise.
How do you keep RIOC fiscally organized and innovative?
Utilizing current technology is very important because it’s an essential tool
when it comes to data recording and reporting. Staying up to date keeps us
prepared and informed. An example of this is moving our system to the Cloud.
Well-organized reports provide clarity on how we are proceeding financially
on capital projects. Our budget keeps us on track with how much money we
spend, and allows us to stay within limits, and serves as a good control.
What are some challenges you face and how do you attack them?
When a new task or situation is presented to me, I try not to react impulsively.
I prefer to take my time while researching more information and preparing
myself to tackle the task at hand. I pay attention to all the moving pieces that
are required, then tackle each piece one by one, connecting any loose ends.
Verdant Power fifth generation turbines.

GREEN CORNER
What Can You Do to Make A Difference
in Your Environment Today?
SMALL STEPS MAKE A BIG IMPACT!
Save your food scraps throughout the week
and drop them off at the Farmer’s Market every
Saturday, now at its winter location under the
helix next to the Motorgate turnaround. They will
then be converted into compost by partners Big
Reuse, just under the Queensboro bridge. View
The Compost Story at youtu.be/bqDQD8cvO5Y
BRING REUSABLE BAGS TO SHOP LOCALLY!
Now that New York’s plastic bag ban is in effect,
flex your style to make the earth smile by bringing
your own reusable bags to help reduce plastic
waste from the estimated 23 billion single-use
plastic bags New Yorkers use annually.
GREEN YOUR COMMUTE!
Participate in New York’s ambitious goal to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 40% by 2030, from
1990 levels, and start commuting to work using
a means other than driving alone in a gas or
diesel-powered vehicle. Carpool, drive electric
vehicles, ride a bike, or take other alternate
methods of transit. The transportation sector is
currently the largest source of greenhouse gas
emissions in New York, representing 34% of the
state’s total emissions. We can help! Learn more
about your options at 511nyrideshare.org
SUPPORT ALTERNATE POWER SOURCES!
Verdant Power’s Roosevelt Island Tidal Energy
(RITE) Project is located in the East Channel of
the East River, and, through the use of the Free
Flow System, the project generates clean energy from the natural tidal currents. Verdant unveiled a demonstration of their fifth-generation
turbines just last month. Expanding how our City
and State get renewable energy is imperative to
the growth of green air initiatives! Learn more at
VerdantPower.com

TOWN HALL RECAP

BIKE SAFETY
COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHT

Longtime Island Resident Adib Mansour brings Black Artists
Through History Lessons to Community
Adib Mansour was born in Lebanon during the civil war and learned to fight
hatred and anger with love and peace. He is a 30-year resident of Roosevelt
Island, with a background in advertising, photography, and art history. Having
worked with kids in our community for over 17 years, as a coach and a mentor,
Adib is currently the head of RIRA’s Children, Youth & Education Committee.
As he kept seeing what he considered the sad state of affairs in our country,
he wondered what part he could play in his community to tackle racism and
inequality. Then, on June 3rd, he was inspired by youth participating in the
Roosevelt Island March for Justice and made a pledge to teach them and the
community at large about the successful work black artists have created in
response to segregation and racism. He started the Black Artists Through
History lessons in the hope that education will lead to a permanent change.
Adib has presented five lessons to date, using art to tell the story of our often-dark history, and how black artists reflected it and fought for change. He’s
always open to supporting island youth’s suggestions for topics and causes
that are important to them. We look forward to collaborating with him to bring
new initiatives to our youth and the entirety of the Roosevelt Island community.
To view Adib’s lessons and participate, go to rioc.ny.gov/547

WHAT’S Happening
Upcoming Island Events:

• RIOC Board Operations Committee Meeting
Thursday, November 19th, 5:30 PM
• RIOC Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, December 17th, 5:30 PM
• Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance Presents:
Ghosts All Around Us
December 11th-13th
(limited in person showings, live stream available)
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On Thursday, October 29th, RIOC hosted
a Bike Safety Virtual Town Hall to discuss
island questions and concerns, with the
arrival of Citi Bike and an overall increase
in riders on the island. It is imperative to
ensure all residents and visitors are well
educated on bike laws, etiquette, and opportunities for cycling on Roosevelt Island.
Led by RIOC Acting President & CEO,
Shelton J. Haynes, the virtual event was
held over Zoom and live streamed on
Facebook. RIOC was joined by our local
elected officials, including Congresswoman
Carolyn Maloney, State Senator Jose M.
Serrano, Assembly Member Rebecca
Seawright, and Council Member Ben
Kallos. Each have been active partners,
assisting Roosevelt Island in bringing
awareness, education, programming,
and improving infrastructure. In addition,
presentations were given by our bike
partners: Citi Bike, 511NY Rideshare, and
Bike New York. We thank all our amazing
partners, as well as our Public Safety
Department and Capital Planning &
Projects Department, for helping us
provide much needed clarity to a
variety of issues concerning cycling on
Roosevelt Island. If you have questions,
or would like to join the Bike Safety
sub-committee, which is slated to
begin in January, please email us at
RIBikeSafety@rioc.ny.gov

