Agenda Item V, 2. March 1, 2018
PROPOSED RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND PURPOSE OF EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC PURPOSE
FUNDS TO ROOSEVELT ISLAND VISUAL ARTS ASSOCIATION
______________________________________________________________________________
RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation of the
State of New York (“RIOC”), as follows:
Section 1.

that RIOC is hereby authorized to amend the expenditure of Public Purpose
funds to the Roosevelt Island Visual Arts Association, upon such terms and
conditions substantially similar to those outlined in the Memorandum from
Sean Singh to Susan G. Rosenthal/ Board of Directors dated February 20,
2018, attached hereto;

Section 2.

that the President/Chief Executive Officer or her designee is hereby
authorized to take such actions and execute such instruments as she deems
necessary to effectuate the foregoing; and

Section 3.

that this resolution shall take effect immediately.
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MEMO
TO:

Susan G. Rosenthal / Board of Directors

FROM: Sean Singh, Grant Writer
DATE: February 20, 2018
RE: RIVAA Public Purpose Fund Grant – Amendment Request
RIOC is in receipt of the attached letter request from Roosevelt Island Visual Art Association
(“RIVAA”) in reference to the FY 17-18 grant award made by the Board at its meeting of
December 19, 2018. At issue is RIVAA’s HVAC system, for which they sought funds under
the FY 17-18 application as well as rent and utilities payments. At the time the
recommendation was produced, RIVAA did not explain to RIRA its obligation to maintain,
repair and replace the HVAC system and RIRA, therefore, recommended that the award be
limited to rent and utilities payments. RIVAA’s letter now answers RIRA’s concerns.
RIVAA has requested that RIOC amend the award purpose to include the noted HVAC repair
issues, citing the insufficient heating and cooling of the gallery in the winter and summer
months. Based upon the foregoing, I recommend that the Board authorize RIOC to amend
the award as noted.
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Agenda Item V, 10. December 19, 2017

PROPOSED RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZATION OF EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC PURPOSE FUNDS
FISCAL YEAR 2017-18
______________________________________________________________________________
RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation of the
State of New York, as follows:
Section 1.

that the Roosevelt Island Residents Association (“RIRA”) arrived at its
recommendation by following appropriate guidelines, and that each
recommendation is for the benefit of the community, therefore, the
recommendation of the RIRA Public Purpose Funds Committee is approved
in its entirety, as substantially outlined in the Memorandum from Sean
Singh to RIOC Board of Directors/Susan G. Rosenthal dated December 13,
2017, attached hereto;

Section 2.

that the President/Chief Executive Officer or her designee is hereby
authorized to take such actions and execute such instruments as she deems
necessary to effectuate the foregoing; and

Section 3.

that this resolution shall take effect immediately.
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MEMO
TO:

RIOC Board of Directors/Susan G. Rosenthal

FROM:

Sean Singh

DATE:

December 13, 2017

RE:

Public Purpose Grants FY 2017-18, as recommended by RIRA

Attached please find the Roosevelt Island Resident Association (“RIRA”) recommended Public
Purpose Grant awards for the fiscal year 2017-18. RIRA conducted evaluations through its Public
Purpose Funds Committee (“Committee”). The Committee took into account information in the
applications, as well as information provided by each applicant at a public interview session. The
Committee also considered the extent to which the program or project demonstrated benefits to the
community, as well as whether the applicant would be able to carry out their proposed project if
Public Purpose Funds were awarded.
The Committee prioritized requests based upon ranges correlating to average scores stipulated in
the Public Purpose Funds Procedures. I have reviewed the scores and recommendations and
conclude that the process followed by the Committee is in conformance with the guidelines set forth
in the Public Purpose Funds Procedures. Therefore, I recommend the Board’s approval of Public
Purpose Grants along the lines and purposes reflected in RIRA’s recommendation.
The table below summarizes the recommended award by applicant, as well as the organization’s
relative average evaluation score and funding prioritization. Based upon the foregoing, I recommend
the Board’s approval of Public Purpose Grants along the lines and purposes reflected in RIRA’s
recommendation.
Applicant
PS/IS 217 PTA

Requested
Recommended
Score & Funding
Amount
Award
Priority
$22,500
$15,000 93.90; Highest Priority

Life Frames

$19,900

$4,000

60.43; Lowest Priority

Wildlife Freedom Foundation

$5,000

$5,000

84.13; Medium Priority

RIVAA

$42,000

$11,800

83.77; Medium Priority

RIHS

$32,000

$12,000

83.70; Medium Priority

Island Kids

$20,000

$15,000

90.83; Highest Priority

MSTDA

$35,000

$18,000

92.17; Highest Priority

RiDA

$18,000

$18,000

90.20; Highest Priority
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A ninth applicant, the Roosevelt Island Swimming group, aka the Marlins, applied for funds
in the amount of $11,637 and was recommended for an award of $1,200. That group is
gathering documentation accounting for a FY 12—13 PPF grant, which will need to be
approved. We are requesting that the award for this group be tabled until such time that the
accounting can be provided.
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JEFFREY R. ESCOBAR, President
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JOYCE SHORT, Secretary
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Ms. Susan Rosenthal – President (RIOC)
Ms. Kimberly Quinones– CFO (RIOC)
Mr. Sean Singh – Grant Writer (RIOC)
Board of Directors (RIOC)
FROM:
Public Purpose Fund (PPF) Committee 2017
Thru:
Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA) – Common Council
SUBJECT: Public Purpose Funding Recommendations for FY 2017 - 2018
TO:

Rivercross
Noah Keating
Laura Hussey
Island House
Adib Mansour
Andrew Giacolone
Rossana Ceruzzi
Roosevelt Landing
Cynthia Ahn
Shirley Coley
Dimaura Cole
Westview
Erin Feely-Nahem
David Lawson
Irena Durkovic
Manhattan Park
Christopher Gassman
Shuang Yu
Manhattan Park 2-4 RR
Octagon
Andrea Jones
Tapan Parikh
F. Scott Piro
Cindy Wilkerson
ALTERNATES
Island House
1st Alternate: Lydia Tang
2nd Alternate: Robert Manukyan
3rd Alternate: Frank Farance

The RIRA Common Council’s PPF Committee reviewed the RIOC-provided
applications of nine Island 501c organizations seeking funds for their respective
programs. The Common Council approved the attached report during a meeting on
December 6, 2017. Further, and as last year, the Common Council took note of the
need for increased public purpose funding in our growing Roosevelt Island community.
In this regard, the Common Council continues to urge RIOC to fully implement the still
relatively new PPF-related legislation approved by Governor Cuomo. Championed by
our local legislators, the funds, in our view, should be granted at or close to three
percent of the RIOC operating budget in the manner envisioned.
As evidenced by
this and prior reports, qualified Island 501c non-profits lack funds sufficient to fully
meet their goals beneficial to the Island.
Further to the above, it is with pleasure that we provide you the attached funding
recommendations for your review and approval. If any questions, please let us know
and also when this matter will be on the agenda for the review and approval
consideration of the Corporation’s Board. The Committee will provide under separate
cover other forms that RIOC requires.
We thank RIOC for its continued support to the community and the efforts made to
move forward with public purpose funding. Additionally, we thank you for continuing to
allow the RIRA-Common Council to provide inputs to the important process of availing
funds to qualified Roosevelt Island applicants.
Warm regards,

Jeffrey R. Escobar
President, Roosevelt Island Residents Association

Westview
1st Alternate: Bafode Drame
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Roosevelt Island Residents Association – Common Council
Approved December 6, 2017
(11 in Favor, 0 in Opposition, 1 Abstention, 5 not voting for cause)
Summary of Public Purpose Fund (PPF) Committee Funding Recommendations
Date Committee Finalized – December 5, 2017
IF ANY CANDIDATE(S) ARE LATER FOUND UNQUALIFIED, PLEASE DISTRIBUTE THE FUNDS EQUALLY TO
THE REMAINING APPLICANTS
PS/IS 217 Parent Teachers Association (PTA)
Amount Requested: $22,500

Amount Recommended: $15,000

Committee Decision and Recommendation: Funds are only for the Middle School Enrichment
Residency (Salvadori Center) for 6th/7th grade students.
The PTA remains an active supporter of PS-IS/217. The funds requested are aimed at supporting two
enrichment residencies to enhance and offer a strong STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Mathematics) program curriculum. The Salvadori Center effort will focus on 6 th and 7th grade
students aimed at enhancing their understanding of mathematics concepts through hands-on project
based learning. The Wingspan effort will target 4th grade students, giving them an opportunity to
explore art and literacy by writing a collaborative and original musical theater production incorporating
dance, music and lyrical writing.
Life Frames, Inc.
Amount Requested: $19,900

Amount Recommended: $4,000

Committee Decision and Recommendation: The funding is to help continue the program for
participating children to develop and maintain the existing Living Life Garden behind 504 Main Street.
Finally, the Committee strongly recommends that Life Frames members update the briefing (inclusive of
the pictures) used to describe their program.
The Life Frames program continues gardening activities beneficial to children of all ages. Parental
support is available and observations confirm that many children participate in the gardening activities.
However, there seems to be a decline in the operational breadth of the program. This could be due to
challenges in obtaining funding in the New York City area as opposed to less interest. Hopefully, the plot
of land near 504 Main Street will remain available.
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
Roosevelt Island Station, P.O. Box 341, New York, New York 10044
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Wildlife Freedom Foundation (WFF)
Amount Requested: $5,000

Amount Recommended: $5,000

Committee Decision and Recommendation/Purpose: To help the WFF in meeting its mission of
rescuing, assisting, and rehabilitating stray animals on Roosevelt Island.
The WFF seeks to increase its capacity to assist, rescue, and rehabilitate stray animals on Roosevelt
Island. Funds sought are for on-going administrative and operational expenses meant to support the
ability of WFF to carry out its mission. The WFF is led by an energetic individual. However, given the
enormity of the task, it seems more personnel are needed as such will help, among other things, further
enhance accomplishment of its mission.

Roosevelt Island Visual Arts Association (RIVAA)
Amount Requested: $42,000

Amount Recommended: $11,800

Committee Decision and Recommendation: Funding that supports payment of rent and, at RIVAA
discretion if funding allows, that supports payments for utilities. However, RIVAA should seek to better
understand and thus, be able to articulate who is responsible for the installation of a reliable heating
and cooling system (*see narrative with questions below).
The RIVAA has been consistent over prior years in its request for funds to offset its rent expense.
However, this current request goes further as it also includes a desire for funds to pay utilities and for
the installation of an upgraded heating and cooling system. RIVAA considers the current system
inadequate.
*The request for a more efficient heating and cooling system raises other, broader questions and
hopefully, RIOC will help facilitate an understanding. That is, it is not clear to the PPF committee and
thus, we request information as to:


Who, under the Master Retail Lease Program, is responsible for systems (e.g., heating and air)
that entail capital costs?
 Why would a renter be responsible for such costs as opposed to the lessors and/or Owner(s)
of the structure?
Unfortunately, given the relative limited amount of public purpose funds available in total, using such to
meet capital cost needs would be very difficult to do, if at all.
Roosevelt Island Residents Association
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Roosevelt Island Historical Society (RIHS)
Amount Requested: $32,000

Amount Recommended: $12,000

Committee Decision and Recommendation: The approved funding is to support: the Visitor Center
Contract Staff and/or the administrative support of the Historian and/or general repairs of the kiosk.
Further, it is recommended that the Historian assesses the feasibility of adjusting operating days so to
include weekend hours.
The request from the Historical Society seeks funding support to, among other things: (a) maintain a
viable number of contract staff at the Visitors Center who are knowledgeable, can support and impart
relevant information via tours and lectures to visitors and residents of the Island; (b) compensate other
administrative support and outreach efforts to Cornell Tech; (c) allow the Historian to upgrade the
current computer system; and (d) help facilitate necessary repairs in and around the kiosk. Though
unable to recommend a higher percentage of the available PPF to address the aforementioned, the
Committee believes the Visitor Center will benefit from the increasing number of residents and visitors
to the island. Further, it is recommended that the operating days include weekend hours.

Island Kids
Amount Requested: $20,000

Amount Recommended: $15,000

Committee Decision and Recommendation: The approved funding is for a new initiative aimed at an
underserved population (older teens and young adults) of Island residents and to be used consistent
with all or some of the reasons cited below to assist in implementation of the proposed program.
Island Kids seeks funds to assist in implementation of its proposed Moving Forward Vocational and
Educational services aimed at helping teens and young adults navigate personal, social, and emotional
growth necessary to reach their full potential. The participants will move through a series of training
sessions and support groups lasting 4-6 weeks. Areas of focus will include a combination of: (a) work
readiness – focusing on skills needed to obtain and maintain employment; (b) support services for
alcohol and substance abuse; (c) fortune society – referrals for mental health, pregnancy, fatherhood
and workforce reentry; (d) education via job training, test assessing secondary completion (TASC) exam
and (e) college assistance. Island Kids indicates that it has met with various providers offering various
workforce skill training.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association
Roosevelt Island Station, P.O. Box 341, New York, New York 10044
iii

Main Street Theater and Dance Alliance
Amount Requested: $35,000

Amount Recommended: $18,000

Committee Decision and Recommendation/Primary Purpose: The responsible decision-maker(s) at
MST&DA will use the PPF to support scholarships and strengthening the executive staff. These
scholarships would be aimed at those who would not be able to participate without financial support,
especially encouraging diversity by helping minorities who are underrepresented in the programs
offered.
MST&DA is seeking funds to support four areas: scholarships, support of other Island organizations,
community events, and strengthening executive staff. Scholarships, as in other years, are for those who
would not be able to participate without financial support. MST&DA plans to work with such groups
such as Island Kids and Beacon, providing programming free of charge or at cost. Increased participation
in community events is also sought, as well as funds to support the hiring of an Assistant Executive
Director, thereby increasing opportunities for programming, engagement with the community, and
enabling the executive staff to seek other sources of arts funding.
It is obvious that MST&DA has made significant strides since coming forth as a first time applicant to
express needs subsequent to the trauma of hurricane Sandy.

Roosevelt Island Swimming (Marlins)
Amount Requested: $11,637.50

Amount Recommended: $1200

Committee Decision and Recommendation/Purpose: To assist in payment for a dive platform. It will
help enhance training associated with swimming instruction.
The Marlins have expressed the need to replace the loss of an experienced instructor/learn to swim
coordinator. Such would enable the Marlins to increase the value of the program by servicing additional
participants. The group also aims to purchase equipment (pool islands, dive platform) to increase
contemporaneous participant access, as well as software for managing the club more efficiently. Finally,
the group would purchase swim competition insurance, so that select learn-to-swim participants can
attend competitions without needing additional funds from their parents.
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Roosevelt Island Disabled Association (RIDA)
Amount Requested: $18,000

Amount Recommended: $18,000

Committee Decision and Recommendation/Primary Purpose: The RIDA application and interview leads
to a clear conclusion by the Committee - - RIDA definitely needs help to ensure a functioning heater and
air conditioner for its bus, among other things. If funds are obtained to purchase a newer van, the
amount requested for repairs should be utilized towards the purchase of the newer van.
RIDA seeks to continue providing transportation for disabled members, assisting such individuals and
others with equipment to increase mobility, advocating for the disabled, providing ADA education for
Roosevelt Islanders, and providing a holiday dinner. The grant sought, while larger than requested in
recent past years, also aims to provide for the installation of a very much needed functioning heater and
air conditioner – directly remedying the adverse impacts upon the ability to safely transport disabled
individuals on very hot or cold days.
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