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Agenda Item V, 4.  December 8, 2016 
 

 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION  

 
AUTHORIZATION OF EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC PURPOSE FUNDS  

FISCAL YEAR 2016-17 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation of the State of 
New York, as follows: 
 
Section 1. that the amended Public Purpose Funds Procedures, substantially as set forth in the 

Memorandum from Sean Singh to Susan Rosenthal/RIOC Board of Directors dated 
November 28, 2016, attached hereto, are hereby authorized and adopted; 

 
Section 2. that the President/Chief Executive Officer or her designee is hereby authorized to take such 

actions and execute such instruments as she deems necessary to effectuate the foregoing; 
and 

 
Section 3. that this resolution shall take effect immediately 
 



 
 

ANDREW M. CUOMO 
        Governor 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
MEMO 
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TO:  Susan G. Rosenthal/Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Sean Singh 
  
DATE: November 28, 2016 
  
RE: Public Purpose Grants FY 2016-17 as recommended by RIRA 
 
Attached please find the Roosevelt Island Resident Association (“RIRA”) recommended Public Purpose Grant awards 
for the fiscal year 2016-17. RIRA conducted evaluations through its Public Purpose Funds Committee (“Committee”). 
The Committee took into account information in the applications, as well as information provided by each applicant at 
a public interview session. The Committee also considered the extent to which the program or project demonstrated 
benefits to the community, as well as whether the applicant would be able to carry out their proposed project if Public 
Purpose Funds were awarded. 
 
The Committee evaluation scores were averaged and the requests received funding prioritization based upon ranges 
stipulated in the Public Purpose Funds Procedures. I have reviewed the scores and recommendations and conclude 
that the process followed by the Committee is in conformance with the guidelines set forth in the Public Purpose Funds 
Procedures. The table below summarizes the recommended award by applicant, as well as the organization’s relative 
evaluation score and funding prioritization.  
 
RIRA recommendations totaling $87,900 in funds for eight organizations are presented to the Board for consideration 
for FY 2016-17 Public Purpose Grant funding. 
 

Applicant Requested Amount Recommended 
Award 

Score & Funding 
Priority 

Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance $35,000 $19,300 88.98; Highest Priority 
PS/IS 217 Parent-Teacher Association $28,840 $18,000 88.60; Highest Priority 
Roosevelt Island Disabled Association $10,000 $10,000 86.32; Highest Priority 
Island Kids $20,000 $10,400 81.46; Medium Priority 
Roosevelt Island Historical Society $44,000 $8,800 70.06; Medium Priority 
Roosevelt Island Visual Art Association $30,000 $9,800 69.80; Lowest Priority 
Life Frames $19,900 $6,200 68.08; Lowest Priority 
Carter Burden Center for the Aging $20,000 $5,400 67.78; Lowest Priority 

 
A ninth entity, the Roosevelt Island Senior Association (“RISA”), applied for funds in the amount of $30,000 and received 
a recommended award of $12,100 in funds from RIRA.  Subsequent to this recommendation, RISA requested that RIOC 
table the consideration of this award to allow the organization additional time to gather its financial records for 
submission to RIOC, and RIOC consented to table that recommendation at this time. 



Roosevelt Island Station, PO Box 341, New York, NY 10044 
contact@riraonline.com 

1 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

RIRA 2014-2016 

COMMON COUNCIL 

 

 

 

OFFICERS 
 

JEFFREY R. ESCOBAR, President 

SHERIE HELSTIEN, Vice-President 

MARIE LUARCA-REYES, Treasurer 

 

COMMON COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Island House 
Rossana Ceruzzi 

John Dougherty  

Adib Mansour 

 

Manhattan Park 

Lynne Shinozaki 

 
Manhattan Park 2-4RR 

 

Octagon 

Andrea Jones 

Cindy Wilkerson 

 

Rivercross 

Ashton Barfield 
Anne Kanninen 

Ellen Polivy 

 

Roosevelt Landing 

Cynthia Ahn 

Shirley Coley 

Maria Newkirk 
Joyce Short 

 

Roosevelt Landing # 546 

Susan del Campo Perea  

 

Southtown 

Eva Bosbach 

David Evans 
Janet Falk  

Aaron Hamburger 

Anthony Longo 

Mickey Rindler 

Melissa Wade 

Sharon Lee Williams 

 

Westview 
Erin Feely-Nahem 

David Lawson 

Julia Palermo 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From: Public Purpose Fund (PPF) Committee 

Thru: Roosevelt Island Residents Association  
 (RIRA) – Common Council  

SUBJECT:  Public Purpose Funding Recommendations  
 (FY 2016-2017) 

TO:  Ms. Susan Rosenthal – President (Roosevelt Island Operating 
Corporation) 
Ms. Kimberly Quinones – CFO (Roosevelt Island Operating 
Corporation) 
Mr. Sean Singh – Grant Writer (Roosevelt Island Operating 
Corporation) 

The RIRA Common Council’s PPF Committee reviewed the RIOC-provided applications 
of nine qualified applicants, one of which is new to the Island, seeking funds for their 
respective programs. The Common Council approved the Committee’s report during 
a meeting on November 9, 2016 and also took note of the increasing need for public 
purpose funding in our growing Roosevelt Island community. 

Given the above need and having in mind current PPF-related legislation associated 
with PPF distribution, we are anticipating increased funding as early as the next fiscal 
year distributions. The legislative stipulation, that up to 3% of the RIOC operating 
budget is for such funding, offers prospects for serving the qualified non-profits, and 
thus the community, in a more robust manner. 

Further to the above, it is with pleasure that we provide you the attached funding 
recommendations for your review and approval. If any questions, please let us 
know and also when this matter will be on the agenda for the review and 
approval consideration of the Corporation’s Board. The Committee will provide 
under separate cover the Summary Sheet/Evaluation Forms its members were 
asked to complete and the other documentation you do and might require. 

We thank RIOC for its continued support to the community and for the on-going 
the efforts associated with public purpose funding. Additionally, we thank you for 
allowing the RIRA-Common Council to provide inputs to the important process of 
availing grants to qualified Roosevelt Island applicants. 

Best, 

Jeffrey R. Escobar 

President, Roosevelt Island Residents Association 

 
Dave Evans (Chair, PPF Committee and Members Erin Feely-Nahem, Eva 
Bosbach, Cindy Wilkerson, Cynthia Ahn 
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Roosevelt Island Residents Association – Common Council  

Approved November 9, 2016  

Summary of FY 2016-2017 Public Purpose Fund (PPF) Committee Funding Recommendations  

Date Finalized - November 9, 2016 

SPECIAL NOTE 1: THE COMMITTEE STRONGLY URGES THAT FUNDS RECOMMENDED TO ANY 

ORGANIZATION(S) THAT FOR REASONS ARE NOT USED IN WHOLE OR IN PART BE EQUALLY DIVIDED 

FOR DISBURSEMENT TO THE REMAINING APPLICANTS FOR THESE FUNDS. 

SPECIAL NOTE 2: THE COMMITTEE STRONGLY URGES THAT RIOC IMPLEMENTS SOONEST THE APPROVED 

PPF-RELATED NYS LEGISLATION THAT STIPULATES THE ALLOCATION TO QUALIFIED ISLAND 

ORGANIZATIONS OF PPF AT UP TO 3% OF THE RIOC OPERATING BUDGET. 

Following are the Committee funding recommendations (this page plus 3): 

1. Carter Burden 

Amount Requested: $20,000 Amount Recommended: $5,400 

Carter Burden is new to the Island as of 1 July 2016 to specifically manage the Senior Center. They bring with 

them broad experience in availing programs/activities for seniors 60 or older. Two and one/half percent of 

their over $8M operating budget is devoted to the Island. Their operating hours are Monday thru Friday, 

9am – 5pm. The programs offered (e.g., exercise, health/wellness, technical classes, etc.) as well as meals are 

free to recipients. Carter Burden envisions offering high quality programs and seeks Public Purpose Funds to 

cover costs such as for consultants and other costs associated with the aforementioned examples of classes 

offered. Given the above, the Committee believes PPF would be appropriate to at least initially help cover 

costs of their programs here as they settle onto the Island. 

2. Island Kids 

Amount Requested: $20,000 Amount Recommended: $10,400 

The Island Kids program is well-known and well-received on the Island. The Public Purpose Funds are envisioned 

to especially help provide a foundation for establishment of an after school scholarship program for K-3. There is 

also the well-known and highly regarded summer camp program for pre-K through 10. Though these programs 

do have a cost, such is not meant to serve as a barrier to participation. In fact, the goal is to be inclusive, using 

scholarships to help ensure that children, who otherwise could not attend, can attend free or at a much reduced 

rate. The 

Committee believes this organization provides a valuable service to the Island. Given the continuing growth/increase 

of young families as part of the Island population, the demand for these services will most likely continue to increase. 
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3. Life Frames, Inc. 

Amount Requested: $19,900 Amount Recommended: $6,200 

The Life Frames program continues to be directed by an energetic leadership and supporting staff inclusive of 

parental support. Observations continue to confirm that many children actively and enthusiastically participate in 

the gardening activities, primarily at the gardening site behind the Youth Center Building 504. At this primary 

operating location and, when the children are there with instructors, it is a delight to observe the joy and lessons it 

provides them. As noted in prior years, Life Frames seems well-funded in California but continues to face more 

challenges in growing its funding efforts in New York City. Even taking note of the operating budget, the percentage 

of it applicable to Roosevelt Island is not clear. The funding challenge continues to impact the programs of this 

organization with a rich history on the Island. As such, better clarity relative to the breadth of what Life Frames 

actually does on the Island beyond the aforementioned gardening could be beneficial. 

4. Main Street Theater and Dance Alliance 

Amount Requested: $35,000 Amount Recommended: $19,300 

It is obvious that MST&DA has continued to make significant strides to the point it seems fully recovered from the 

tragic storm Sandy that affected them and others on the Island. Importantly and most noticeable, their programs 

(for all age groups) and membership continue to expand, with many opportunities for the Island population. Of 

special note, in addition to their offerings for Island young adults, is the high number of children at PS 217 they 

touch at all grade levels. They partnered successfully with Beacon and Island Kids to provide theater at no cost to 

their summer programs. Going forward, MST&DA desires to maintain and expand staff, arts education, and further 

enrichment of Island cultural life. These goals are worthy of public purpose funding. 

5. PS/IS 217 Parent Teachers Association (PTA) 

Amount Requested: $28,840 Amount Recommended: $18,000 

The Island PS-IS/217 is fortunate to have an active PTA that provides broad/significant support to its overall mission 

to educate children of the community. The essence of the funding request is to sustain continued support to a 

program (Salvadori Centre Globe) that focuses on a project-based approach to learning math and science. Grades 3, 

6, 7 and 8 (comprising 180 primarily Island students), will benefit from this program in an effort to further increase 

the number of students who achieve proficiency ratings on the NY State exams. The committee believes this 

enrichment effort could provide medium to high benefit and will contribute to and enhance student performance in 

science, technology, engineering and math now and in the future. It is thought that Salvadori contributes to 

increases in test performance and in mitigating the loss of our promising students to other schools. 
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6. Roosevelt Island Disabled Association (RIDA) 

Amount Requested: $10,000 Amount Recommended: $10,000 

The RIDA efforts continue to include strong advocacy for quality of life matters for the disabled population of the 

Island. The RIDA bus comprises 60% of the costs associated with their program(s) for the disabled. Over 70 disabled 

individuals living on Roosevelt Island derive benefits that improve their quality of life through enhanced mobility. 

Included are motorized and manual wheelchairs as well as other mobility-related devices to support their needs. 

The bus is capable of transporting ten wheelchair passengers and others. RIDA also assists with transportation for 

the food program of the Manhattan Borough President. This benefits the disabled (and others) by availing food 

from June through November. Such collective efforts are of high value to the Island. 

7. Roosevelt Island Historical Society (RIHS) 

Amount Requested: $25,700 Amount Recommended: $8,800 

The RIHS Kiosk is well located and it is hoped the signage will help encourage pedestrian traffic its way. Though not 

sure of the feasibility, the Committee thinks management considerations going forward should include an 

adjustment of operating hours that coincide to heaviest pedestrian traffic. For example, such might be later in the 

day/early evenings and weekends. With estimates of 45,000 visitors per year, a strategically located donation 

receptacle could prove beneficial. Similar considerations have been suggested in prior years. The funding requested 

that resonated most with the Committee included funds that could be aimed at additional staff support and support 

to the Historian. 

8. Roosevelt Island Senior Association (RISA) 

Amount Requested: $30,000 Amount Recommended: $12,100 

RISA is showing its flexibility in serving the senior population after recent changes on the Island. Part of the 

strength of this new RISA, according to their objectives, will be arrangements for serving the needs of seniors with 

new operating hours, inclusive of weekends. The Committee noted the broader age range that could benefit from 

senior-oriented programs and activities, thus potentially a greater number of participants. The funding 

recommended is intended to give the new RISA an opportunity to show its mettle. 
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9. Roosevelt Island Visual Arts Association (RIVAA) 

Amount Requested: $44,000 Amount Recommended: $9,800 
 

The RIVAA application has been rather consistent over the past few years. RIVAA struggles with rent and utility 

bills and these costs of operations form the essence of a request for PPF funds. The application for the funds also 

clearly shows arrears of $10k for rent in addition to current charges. In prior times, the Committee has suggested 

aggressive fund-raising efforts, attention to gallery membership and prospects for dues to help off-set expenses. 

The aforementioned has not worked for RIVAA nor seemingly pursued with rigor. The question remains to the 

Island as to how there can be a boost to the operating viability of such a pleasurable gallery, appropriately 

situated at a nice location on the Island. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

RIRA Common Council PPF Committee: Dave Evans(Chair), Erin Feely-Nahem, Eva Bosbach, Cindy 

Wilkerson, Cynthia Ahn 
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